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natives obtained three members exclusively of their c\vn
choice and necessarily devoted to their interests, but at the
same time their influence on the rank and file parliamen-
tarians from the Cape was lessened.
Related intimately to this whole native electoral issue is
the potent fact that a considerable section of white South
Africa, owing to its tenacious traditionalism, has been less
ready than Australia and English-speaking Canada to accept
the liberal-democratic case for universal suffrage. The
enfranchisement of women, for example, came tardily in
1930, and even then faced stiff opposition from the older
and more fervid exponents of Afrikander nationalism,
dominated by the ideas of the Trekker republics. The then
minister of justice, General Kemp, deprecated the female
franchise as something "in conflict with the intentions that
the Creator had for women."21 Others contended that
among the Voortrekkers women without franchises had
pla3^ed a heroic part in preserving the race, and that what
satisfied them should satisfy the women of today. "If dear
old President Kruger," remarked one member, "were on the
floor of this house what would he say of women's suffrage."
The argument of General Smuts that the other Dominions
had long before enacted a female franchise was met with the
heated rejoinder that "President Kruger said that \ve must
not go to other countries and look for novelties there/' The
speaker was certain that the measure would plunge the
country into darkness. Such exaltation of the ideas of the
past had then no counterpart elsewhere in the overseas
Dominions except perhaps in Quebec.
In its internal working the House of Assembly resembles
broadly the commons in Great Britain and the lower chambers
in the other Dominions. Like them it elects its speaker,
who presides at the ordinary sessions and is respected as an
umpire, but is less removed from party attachments than the
speaker in the British house. Like his counterpart in Can-
ada, he is ordinarily opposed in his constituency, and outside
Parliament, even at other than electoral periods, he will
^Debates of the House of Assembly^ 1930, 1532. Other quotations in this
paragraph are from the same debate.